Section 6 - Health and Safety Policy

Dedham Cricket Club
(Adopted by the Committee on [insert date])

6.1 Policy Statement

Dedham Cricket Club is committed to providing a safe and healthy environment for all members, players, volunteers, visitors, and spectators.

The Club recognises its duty of care under the Health and Safety at Work etc, Act 1974, the Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999, and other relevant legislation.

We will take all reasonably practicable steps to prevent injury, ill health, and accidents, and to promote the wellbeing of everyone involved in Club activities.

6.2 Objectives

The aims of this policy are to:

· Prevent accidents and cases of work-related ill health
· Identify and manage health and safety risks associated with cricket activities
· Provide safe facilities, equipment, and working practices
· Ensure all volunteers and members are aware of their responsibilities
· Maintain emergency procedures for first aid, fire, and serious incidents
· Review and improve safety performance annually		

6.3 Responsibilities

The Committee

· Has overall responsibility for health and safety management
· Ensures this policy is implemented and reviewed annually
· Provides appropriate resources and training
· Appoints a Health and Safety Officer (may be combined with the Welfare or Grounds Officer role)

Health and Safety Officer

· Conducts regular inspections and risk assessments
· Ensures first aid and fire safety arrangements are in place
· Reports safety concerns to the Committee
· Keeps a record of incidents, accidents, and near misses

Captains, Coaches and Volunteers

· Are responsible for the safety of players during training and matches
· Check that playing areas and equipment are safe before use
· Ensure first aid provision and emergency contacts are available
· Report any accidents or hazards immediately to the Health and Safety Officer

Members and Visitors

· Must take reasonable care of their own health and safety
· Comply with Club safety instructions and signage
· Report hazards or unsafe conditions immediately



6.4 Risk Assessment

The Club shall conduct formal risk assessments covering:

· Playing areas (square, outfield, nets)
· Practice and coaching sessions
· Ground maintenance and machinery use
· Changing rooms, pavilions, and spectator areas
· Travel and off-site fixtures (particularly involving juniors)

Risk assessments will be:

· Reviewed annually and after significant changes or incidents
· Recorded and retained by the Health and Safety Officer
· Made available to all relevant personnel

6.5 Facilities and Equipment Safety

· The playing surface, nets, and outfield must be inspected before each session
· Equipment (stumps, sightscreens, covers, etc) must be maintained in good condition
· Machinery (mowers, rollers, etc) may only be used by authorised, trained persons
· Electrical equipment must be tested periodically (PAT Testing)
· The pavilion and storage areas must be kept tidy and hazard-free

6.6 First Aid

· The Club will ensure that at least one trained First Aider is present at all matches and training sessions
· A fully-stocked First Aid Kit shall be available in the pavilion and checked regularly
· Emergency contact numbers (ambulance, NHS 111, local A&E) shall be clearly displayed
· The Welfare Officer shall maintain an up-to-date list of emergency contacts for junior members

Nearest Emergency Services

· Hospital: [insert hospital name and postcode]
· Emergency phone: 999 (Police/Fire/Ambulance)

6.7 Accident and Injury Reporting

All accidents, injuries, or near misses must be:

1. Reported immediately to the Health and Safety Officer or Club Welfare Officer
2. Recorded in the Accident Report Book, including date, time, location, and description
3. Investigated by the Committee ahere necessary to prevent recurrence
4. Reported to the ECB or local authority if legally required

A standard Accident Report Form (see Appendix) shall be used

6.8 Fire Safety

· Fire exits must remain unlocked and clear during occupancy
· Fire extinguishers must be maintained and checked annually
· The pavilion should display evacuation instructions and assembly points
· Smoking is not permitted in any indoor areas



6.9 Electrical, Gas, and Water Safety

· Electrical and gas installations shall be serviced by qualified professionals
· Water systems shall be monitored for legionella risk where appropriate
· Any maintenance issues shall be reported to the Grounds Officer or Committee

6.10 Child Safety and Supervision

When juniors are present:

· Adequate adult supervision ratios must be maintained (as per ECB guidelines)
· Changing facilities and toilets must be safe and accessible
· No child should be left unattended after sessions or matches
· Parents/guardians are responsible for ensuring timely collection

6.11 Emergencies

In the event of an emergency:

1. Stop play immediately
2. Call 999 and provide clear directions to the ground
3. Administer first aid if safe to do so
4. Clear the area of spectators and players if required
5. Record the incident and notify the Committee as soon as possible

6.12 COVID-19 or Infectious Disease Protocols

If public health guidance requires:

· Hygiene measures (eg hand sanitiser, equipment cleaning) will be reintroduced
· Participants must comply with national and ECB safety directives
· The Committee shall adjust fixtures, training, or access arrangements accordingly

6.13 Policy Communication and Review

This policy shall:

· Be displayed in the pavilion and on the Club’s website
· Be reviewed annually or following any significant incident
· Form part of new member and volunteer induction

6.14 Policy Statement (Summary for Display)

Dedham Cricket Club is committed to providing a safe environment for everyone. All members share responsibility for safety and must report hazards, accidents, or concerns immediately. Together, we ensure cricket is played safely, responsibly, and enjoyably.
















