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SERIOUS CASE REVIEW CRICKET 2025
The Cricket Regulator and ECB have published the findings of their external safeguarding review of the abuse carried out by Michael Strange, cricket coach in the North-East, during the 90s and 2000s. Full Case Review can be read here
The entire cricket community across England and Wales has a collective responsibility to be aware of these concerns, to understand how Strange was able to evade discovery for so long before he was suspended from cricket in 2005 when the first allegations were made to police. 
Dorset Cricket will identify any lessons that could help us make cricket safer still today. We remain committed to doing everything possible to ensure it never happens again. While the ECB will publish requirements to improve, we want to remind all Coaches of key safe practice:
Changing room procedures. 
· Mobile phones MUST NOT be used in changing rooms when U18s are present.
· Coaches MUST NOT enter changing rooms where U18s are present unless in an emergency situation. If there is a concern, a coach must inform another adult that they need to enter. They must knock loudly on the door and inform those inside they are about to enter. 
Transport
· Dorset Cricket’s position is that coaches, staff and volunteers DO NOT transport children to and from cricket activities. If there is ever a situation where this might happen (ie siblings, coach is a parent) then please inform your Academy Lead that this is happening.
· The goal of the Rule of Two is to ensure all interactions and communications are open, observable and justifiable Its purpose is to protect all participants and volunteers, U18s and adults, in potentially vulnerable situations by ensuring more than one adult is present.
· The exception to the rule is in emergency situations. 
· If a parent is unable to pick up due to an emergency situation, then the child may need to be transported home. This must be done by 2 adults, the child must sit in the back and the parent must be informed of what is happening. This must be a one-off. If the situation arose again, the child would be transported in the same way but not allowed to attend again until parents / Carers have made safe arrangements.
· If a child needs to be taken to hospital without delay, then the “Rule of Two” must be adhered to, wherever possible. The parents are to be called immediately and they should remain on call during the car journey to seek medical assistance. They should meet you at the destination and take over the responsibility for their child.
If you have any questions or concerns around this case, reminded practice or other safeguarding related subjects, please do not hesitate to contact me:
Vanessa May
Dorset County Safeguarding Officer
M: +44 7407 619676     E: vanessa.may@dorset-cricket.co.uk 
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