
Men’s 1s Report 24-25
We finished bottom of the league…the end! Joking

The men started the season in a higher division after last seasons promotion, knowing it was going to be a step up in quality and a battle against relegation.

We started with 2 tough games, firstly against Ocean City who had been relegated into this division, and against Caradon who went on to win the league by winning every game. Carrying on with the formation that had been so successful in gaining promotion, both games ended in heavy defeats and the step up in quality was confirmed.

Despite this, we were confident we could get something from the season and morale was still high. A further 4 defeats followed, but with improved performances. Then in our 7th game, a local derby against Torbay, an inspired formation change and a battling performance, the first points of the season arrived with a 2-1 win. The celebrations at the end of the game were quite something.

Unfortunately we couldn’t follow up this win before Christmas, with narrow defeats against Bodmin and Devonport. In past seasons we have been sluggish after Christmas, but this was not the case as we returned with renewed purpose, picking up very creditable draws away at Exeter Uni and home against Ocean City. Two games that could have been 3 points on another day.

We now had teams in our sights in the battle to stay up, and players now even more comfortable with the new formation, everyone felt we could pick up more points throughout the rest of the season. However, this was not to be and we failed to pick up anymore results, with a damaging 5-1 away defeat at Bodmin confirming a bottom placed finish and certain relegation. This game was notable for 2 things - the black away kit making an appearance for the first time in 4 years, and our goal being scored by Jack Carter kicking the ball over the line, which incredibly the umpire didn’t see.

The outcome of the season was not what any of us wanted, but I’m proud of the way the team performed and stayed together throughout. Attendances at training remained high and we continued to have fun. A points tally of 5 was 5 more than the last time Dart played in this higher league 4 years ago, and that is testament to the squad and rebuild that has taken place since.

Top goal scorer for the season, as usual, was Gabe Riedlinger, with 11 goals, followed by Carter with 8.

It’s notable to say that there was the right level of disappointment that we didn’t kick on after the promising results around Christmas, but also a good acknowledgment that we did improve throughout the season, which bodes well for the coming years.

There’s a few people that need thanking for this amongst a lot of people - John Payne for coaching input, and Sam Williams for looking after players and being a role model. I’d also like to share my appreciation to both Carter and Sam for their support as my vice captains this year, taking on various parts of looking after the men.

And finally thank you to everyone who played this season, from the younger players who have come through from U14s and got some match minutes under their belts, to the “more experienced” players, who turn up every week and put their all in. I’m excited to see where this team goes now after gaining a good experience at a higher level and the younger players coming through to shine.

