DART HOCKEY CLUB JUNIOR REPORT 2025-26
It has been another brilliant (if rainy) season for Dart Juniors!
Junior numbers – we have been lacking in U14s this season, but have been mostly at capacity for 8s, 10s, 12s, with a waiting list in place for the U8s in particular.
We fielded teams in the Devon Festivals in U8s mixed 4 aside, U10s boys 7 aside (mixed team as not enough for a girls side), U12 girls and boys 7 aside. Our U14 boys joined with Ashmoor to enter as team Dartmoor in the U14s festivals. 
As always, the tournaments were well supported– huge thanks to the parents, it makes such a difference to have their support on Sundays. It was particularly rewarding this season with new faces (both young and old) experiencing competitive hockey for the first time – and loving it!
We are so fortunate to have an extremely dedicated team of coaches and helpers, without whom the junior operation genuinely could not function. A huge thank you to everyone involved – you all know who you are, and how much you are valued. 
Our D of E helpers have been fantastic again this year – thank you to you all for being so dedicated and enthusiastic.
Rach G has been a huge help doing the register and fielding many Teamo related questions from parents.
The End of Season event was a huge success. Thank you to everyone who helped and all of those who came along to play and support. It was a lovely morning in the sunshine! 
PAYP was well supported and ran for 4 weeks up until half term. This is always a great opportunity to see the children putting what they have learnt over the winter into practice in match play. To be honest, it would be really beneficial to them to continue this into the summer, but for the coaching team, stopping at half term gives us a much needed break. 
Our young players continue to be as cheerful, energetic, chatty and entertaining as ever. As coaches, we find it equally rewarding seeing those who get selected for Devon and beyond, those who simply love being on the pitch but have no competitive aspirations, and those who maybe struggle to fit in in other walks of life, but when they pick up a hockey stick they find a place where they belong. 
Huge thanks, once again, to everyone who has helped make the junior section such a success. 


Now a quick round up of the age groups: 
U8s (provided by Sam W)
We have had another fabulous (and occasionally frustrating) year of training and playing hockey with the youngest members of the Dart Hockey family. 
This year we have had a full complement of players, with a waiting list throughout the year. This shows how popular our sessions for early years players remain. Ange has been a fantastic coach to work alongside and we have been joined by Lilla assisting for her Duke of Edinburgh, I want to thank both of them for being helpful and enthusiastic coaches. 
We had a good mix of ages this year with a number of our players moving up to U10 at the end of the season and a number of beginners just older than 5 years old. At times it was tricky to provide a combined experience for these diverse age groups and abilities, but by the end of the year we managed to get some good game time together. 
We went to a few of the tournaments and some of our youngest players joined in and had fun, or so they said!! The competitive games were really exciting, and there was a great moment when we had an all-girls team on pitch together…Girl power!..at least that is what they called themselves! 
Quick mention for our two most improved players. 
Seth Gibbon, most improved boy, whose confidence and ability are amazing, he is moving up this year and will be a great asset to the U10 boys..Good luck Annie! 
Orla McCormack, who has really developed over the three years she has been with us and now moves up full of confidence for next year. She still likes the odd handstand during training, so watch out Tracey! 
One final mention, to the players and parents whose enthusiasm was no more evident than on the end of season fun day. Parents were always willing to help out and get the kids to Exeter for tournaments. They are a really lovely bunch and it has been a pleasure to be part of their hockey Journey. 
Thanks to Tracey, Annie, Ange and all the Monday night crew for help and advice throughout the year.







U10s 
In spite of having enough U10 girls at training, we were unable to field a team on Sundays, so we entered a mixed team into the boys tournaments all season instead– and didn’t they do well!!!
We entered all 6 tournaments, culminating in the Devon In2Hockey finals at the end of February– where we came 2nd qualifying for the West Finals (along with Isca) at Millfield! The interim weeks involved intensive training for the squad (thanks to Jordan and Nick) and we saw them improve both individually and as a team. I thought I would read you my match report from the day so that you can all appreciate what the day involved and how well they did. 
Match Report
It was with great excitement and anticipation that we travelled to Millfield School, bright and early, on Sunday 29th March for the West of England In2Hockey Finals. 
Game 1 v Wotton Under Edge:  A tentative start from Dart saw Wotton retain possession and dominate in the first half of the game. However, as we started to warm up and gain confidence, the balance began to shift. The team realised that they were as good as, if not better than, Wotton, and regained possession to put pressure on the Wotton defence. Super sub Raffy added extra speed up front and we started to play some great attacking hockey. Great saves from Jimmy in the Dart goal and the Wotton keeper at the other end, kept the game to a 0-0 draw. A positive start!!
Game 2 v Yeovil – We wanted to keep the momentum going from the previous game, but 2 early goals from Yeovil almost had us fearing the worst. Dart, however, were not to be beaten! Isaac, Jack and Raffy started to link up well, creating some lovely passing hockey, while Bella and Oscar created width and space on the wings. A period of sustained pressure saw Dart draw level with 2 cracking goals from Isaac and Raffy! Just as the hooter went for the end of the game, a short corner was awarded to Dart! Could we secure a win?! YES, WE COULD! Short corner skilfully converted by Raffy saw Dart secure a 3-2 win! The crowd went wild!!!
Game 3 v Penzance – This proved to be a scrappy game in stark contrast to the previous one. Dart defended well as a team, working desperately hard to clear the ball. Final score 0-0
Game 4 v Bath Bucs - We suspected that this was going to be the tough one….and it was. Outstanding defending by everyone on the team. Silas was strong and controlled in his tackling and clearances, Bella made some crucial interceptions and tackles in the D, Jack, Isaac, Oscar and Arlo worked back with their players well, while Raffy and Elsha tracked back and were ready to receive the ball from the clearances. We had plenty of defensive short corner practice!

In goal, Jimmy was brilliant – he must have saved at least 10 goals, earning him high praise from the Bath coaches. The game ended as a 0-4 loss, but it really could have been so much more had we not defended so well as a team.
Game 5 v Swindon. This was an evenly matched game with lots of pressure from both sides. Again, valiant defending from them all. Bella worked brilliantly at centre mid. Jack worked tirelessly in the middle, and we had some great chances on goal, saved by the Swindon keeper. In our D, Silas and Arlo marked and tackled really well, and Jimmy made yet more amazing saves. Final score 0 -0
Pool standing - 3rd!!!
Playoffs 3rd v 4th versus...Isca!! The Devon Derby was a tense affair! Evenly matched again with chances from Isaac, Raffy and Elsha. Some lovely linking up between Isaac, Jack and Oscar. Bella worked tirelessly on the left. A great chance with Raffy bringing the ball into the D, then passing to Elsha, but the strike was just wide. Oscar now on the right tackled back really well and linked up on the attack with Jack and Raffy. A break and a run through into the D from their left midfielder, however, resulted in a strike to beat Jimmy, putting them 1-0 up. Sadly we could not equalise. Final score 0-1.
Final game v Cheltenham who were strong and skilful, and tiredness was kicking in for Dart now. Valiant defending again, but the game ended a 0-3 loss.
Final placing - 8th overall! That makes us the 8th best team in the West - some achievement for a small club from Devon!!
The team has some things to work on, but there is an ENORMOUS AMOUNT to be proud of - outstanding goal keeping, solid defending, fast attacking hockey, new skills being developed, and a fabulously supportive team spirit. THIS is what Dart Hockey Club is all about! 
Thank you parents and supporters - you were fabulously noisy! Thank you to Jordan for helping with the coaching, and to Tracey for umpiring, and above all, thank you to the team for being so brilliant 💙🖤🤍

U12s
Tracey to add
U14s
Tracey to add
