JUNIOR REPORT 2024-25
It has been another fabulous season for Dart Juniors!
Junior numbers have been consistently good – in particular amongst the U8 and U10 age groups, with both at capacity. We were lacking in U12 girls, and this will have a knock on effect next season for the U14 girls.
We fielded teams in the Devon Festivals in U8s mixed 4 aside, U10s girls and boys 7 aside, U12 boys 7 aside and U14 girls 11 aside. Our U14 boys joined with Ashmoor to ensure that both clubs had enough players to enter the festivals in this age group. 
The U14 girls were entered in the 11aside non-tiered league and did extremely well again finishing 4th out of 8 teams. On one occasion they played a triangular fixture with just 8 girls, and beat both teams! 
The tournaments were well attended and really well supported by the parents – huge thanks to them all, it makes such a difference as a coach/manager to have a fabulously friendly team of parents, with snacks and coffee at hand, to support us on Sundays.
We are so fortunate to have an extremely dedicated team of coaches and helpers, without whom the junior operation genuinely could not function. A huge thank you to John, Tracey, Lucy, Sam W, Nick, Jordan and Ange, along with our D of E helpers.
Our D of E helpers have been fantastic–George, Drew, Eddie, Bobbie, Indie and Orla have been enthusiastic, cheerful and game on for being thrashed by the U10s on a regular basis! Special mention to Orla who helped with our junior goal keepers, and to Arabella, Nina and Sasha who also helped out before having to knuckle down and do some studying for their exams!
Rach G has been a great help, doing the register each week, and helping the parents with registration on Teamo. We honestly could not operate Mondays with as much ease without her! 
The End of Season event was a huge success. Thank you to everyone who helped, both on the pitch and in the gazebo doing refreshments/raffle, especially Lynnie, and to Maggie for organising the pasties and sausage rolls.
PAYP was well supported and ran for 5 weeks up until half term – thanks to the coaches and helpers who facilitated this, around their other commitments both on and off the hockey pitch.
Our young players have impressed and surprised us at every turn. They are committed to training and tournaments, whatever the weather, and seem to have endless amounts of good humour and enthusiasm. And so a huge thank you must go to them, and to their parents for supporting Dart Hockey Club.


Now a quick round up of the age groups:
U8s 
(paraphrasing from Sam’s report)
The U8s had a really successful season, with 18 registered and 16 attending regularly. They attended 3 of the 4 festivals and even entered 2 teams for one of them (Devils and Dragons). It has been great to have Ange and Nick’s help. The end of season even was brilliant with parents and children playing alongside – thanks to Tracey for ensuring that none of the parents were injured!
U10s 
It has been another crazy season for the U10s, filled with much hilarity, endless chitchat, dancing, sweet eating, bush weeing and some excellent hockey playing along the way! 
In all seriousness, I think for the most part, Lucy and I will agree that the U10s have been a pleasure to coach and manage this season. We have had a lot of fun! The tournaments have seen mixed results, but both the girls and the boys teams have gelled as teams and the attacking hockey has been fast and furious. Defensively, we still need a bit of work…
The final tournament of the season was a challenge – we entered the In2H county tournament. Always a VERY competitive affair, with the top 2 teams going through to Regionals in Bristol, so we had ummed and aahed about whether to enter the teams, given that they are all relatively inexperienced. We decided, however, that it would be a shame to miss out on the last tournament, and also hoped that the experience would be a learning one for both teams. Tracey stepped in to be in charge of the girls, umpiring while Simon and Emily managed, and the team played 6 games in quick succession with no subs! They did brilliantly – drawing 2 of the games, scoring a couple of goals, and winning one of the games!!
For the boys, I was umpiring while Sam and Jordan took charge of the subbing. It was set to be a tough afternoon with some strong (and rather large!) opposition to contend with. In spite of not winning any of our 5 games, or even scoring a goal, we drew with Isca and with Exeter, and the defeats (2 of which were against the ultimate winners and runners up) were by no means huge. The boys continued to keep their heads held high, they continued to attack and play great hockey, and above all they (mostly) kept their positive and good humoured attitudes!! They played some of the best hockey I have seen them play as a team and I am super proud of them all. 
Special mention to Cerys and to Jonty – our goal keepers for the In2H tournaments – they were amazing!!
On the subject of goal keeping - It has been great to see our young U10 goal keepers this season – they have really gone from strength to strength, and we have them lining up every Monday desperate to get kitted up! We now have 2 full junior kits for next season so less sharing needed.

U12s 
(paraphrasing from Tracey’s report)
The U12s boys have been a challenging group of individualistic players, but they have progressed throughout the season. Without a keeper the tournaments were tough, but we managed to borrow one each time, meaning the boys could have the confidence to play as a team. After Christmas we decided to invite them to U14s training with John to give them a challenge. It was great to see them playing with a bit more focus, and following the lead of Eddie, Harry and Drew. 
U14s 
(paraphrasing from John’s report)
We had a smaller group of U14s this season, and only 3 boys, but their progress was pleasing, in spite of the tendency to chat a lot! The girls entered the 11aside league and it was rewarding to see them sticking to the game plan, doing what they had worked on at training. The boys joined forces with Ashmoor and enjoyed the 7 aside festivals as a combined team. Its about them playing hockey, regardless of what team it is for. Thanks to Gabe for his help at the start of the season. 
