Dart Hockey Club AGM – Chair’s Report
2ND June 2026
Good evening members, lovely to see you all on this rainy evening and thank you for giving up your time to attend tonight
This past season has been another steady and successful year for the club, and none of it would have been possible without our you our incredible volunteers. We are so fortunate to have such a strong group of passionate, hardworking individuals supporting Dart Hockey Club. This year, we have also worked hard to involve more of our younger members in the running of the club, because they are the future.
To thank all our amazing volunteers, we’re planning another volunteers’ social evening this year on 5th July to be held here at the rugby club and we are hoping to have a slightly different twist on the evening from just sitting and chatting. This is open to all current volunteers, and anyone interested in getting involved with the club. We’d love to see you there, so please come along and bring anyone else that wants to be part of this club.
Tonight, you’ll hear from the captains/ vice-captains of our teams. I want to personally thank each and every one of them for their time, effort, and leadership, both on and off the pitch. Managing teams, making selections, and navigating challenges is no small task.
A big thank you to - 
· Lauren and Jemima 
· Rachael and Ellen 
· Tracey and Jenny 
· Simon, Sam and Jack
Thank you also to last season’s Summer League captains: Rachel, Georgie, and Jacqui.
Our success would not be possible without our brilliant coaches, who turn up every week, rain or shine, to provide top-quality training sessions.
On Monday nights, we run our junior training sessions. Annie will share more later this evening, but I want to say how proud we are of our juniors. They continue to go from strength to strength, and so many are now playing in our senior teams.
Another big thank you to:
Monday Junior Coaching Team
· Under 8s: Sam William and Ange, with Lilla as D of E helper 
· Under 10s and Under 12s: Tracey, Annie, Jordan, and Nick, with Indie, Bobbie, Eddie, Drew, Orla, and Genny as D of E helpers 
Special thanks also to Rach Grills for coming along every Monday evening to take the register and help parents with Teamo each week.
Tuesday Night Coaching Team
Juniors:
John, with Flynn, Indigo, and Tilly as D of E helpers.
Senior Training:
· Ladies’ 3rds – Tracey, Lamby, and Jason 
· Ladies’ 2nds – Annie, with Tracey, John, and Elspeth helping throughout the year when Annie was unavailable 
· Ladies’ 1sts – Ruben, Annie, and Tracey on non-Ruben weeks 
· Men’s 1sts – Jack Connabeer, Simon, Sam W, and Ruben 
A heartfelt thank you to all our coaches and helpers. I very much hope I haven’t forgotten anyone, and if I have, my sincere apologies.
An especially big thank you goes to Annie for organising and coordinating our junior section once again with such dedication. Our junior section continues to thrive, and we now have several parents who first came along with their children and are now playing in our senior teams themselves and we would love to continue this development if we can.
You and all your helpers make hockey enjoyable, welcoming, and fun for all our juniors, so thank you so much.
Now, to our umpires — as I say every year, the unsung heroes of every game. We are fortunate to have a fantastic group of consistent and high-quality umpires.


Thank you to:
Tracey, Annie, Jo Rendle, Paul Rose, Dan Smith, Jack Connabeer, Elspeth, Simon Heather, Sam Holdsworth, Sam Underwood, Sarah M, Benny, and John.
If you are interested in giving umpiring a try, the Summer League is a great opportunity, so please speak to Tracey.
Thank you to all our umpires — we really appreciate all the time you give up at weekends and during the week in summer league.
We have also been extremely lucky again this season to have teas provided for our 5pm games at KEVICC, generously supplied by Val and Ron Coish, Suz’s parents. They aren’t with us tonight, but we are incredibly grateful for their generosity and continued support.
Jason’s Tournament, which this year marks its 12th anniversary, took place on 16th May which was another tremendous success. Eurovision was the theme and I believe we may have smashed our record for funds raised this year and more details will be shared later this evening. So much effort goes into this day with well over 100 people supporting the tournament, I was disappointed this year to miss the day but understand it was great fun as usual. There is a big team of committed helpers to make this day happen so a big thank you to Jen and Bubs for leading the organisation of the team that makes this day so successful for our club and the charities.
Social events are a huge part of the Dart calendar, and this year we changed things up slightly, with both the Ladies’ 1st Team and the Men’s Team organising events, which worked well, both very well supported. Thanks to both teams. No pressure on ladies 2nd and 3rds for next season’s social
Thank you also goes to Lucy Andrews, who was been behind organising this year’s Dinner and Dance which was held at Dainton last month and a big congratulations to all the award winners.
Also a small group of the committee are currently working with Kevics to see if there is any possibility of having a structure at the pitch, unfortunately the meeting that was planned a few weeks ago did not happen but we are now in email communication to see what if anything is possible – so a big thank you to Jen, Sam w, and Simon for taking the lead on this – I am trying not to get too excited about this possibility as it is the closest we have ever been to having something at the pitch – so watch this space.
Finally, I’d like to recognise your committee. We are very lucky to have such a diligent group of volunteers. Their dedication and teamwork ensure hockey at Dart runs smoothly and remains welcoming and inclusive for everyone. 
Please join me in thanking your committee for all the hours they have committed to this club over the last season with a round of applause.
Lastly, I would like to thank the Rugby club, especially Sharmen for providing lovely teas each week after every home game and for making us feel welcome to use their club house.


