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#fastfearlessfun

Junior Talent Centre Selection Policy

U14-U18: 

TBB Junior Talent Centre will run the following squads if numbers demand:

	U18 Boys 
	U18 Girls 

	U16 Boys Raiders
	U16 Girls Raiders

	U16 Boys Vikings
	U16 Girls Vikings

	U14 Boys Raiders
	U14 Girls Raiders

	U14 Boys Vikings
	U14 Girls Vikings

	
	



· Each squad will be initially limited to 30 outfield players plus two GKs. 
· Acceptance into the U16 training squads will be based on performance at assessments if numbers dictate. 
· Assessments will be held in September for U14 and U16s.
· U18s will be expected to train with senior squads and there will be the opportunity to play U18 matches for those that wish to.
· Dependent upon the number of candidates, unsuccessful applicants will be given individual feedback after assessments.
· U14s will be accepted on a first-come-first-served basis with priority given to those who are already in the Junior Talent Centre. Once the squads are full, new applicants can ask for two evaluation sessions where the coach assesses them against their peers.  
· Squads are not set for the season and player movement is expected between them as the season progresses.

· Players trial with their school year group, except for in the following circumstances: 

· They have caps in competitive fixtures for a senior National League hockey team 
· These players are allowed to trial with their age group or any older Talent Centre age group – this must be agreed with the Junior Talent Centre Director ahead of trials
· They are of U16 age but are in the Talent Academy (TA).
· These players are allowed to trial with either their school year group OR their equivalent TA age group. Players will not be allowed to trial for both, so please choose carefully. 
· They are of U14 age but are in the Talent Academy.
· These players are allowed to trial with either their school year group OR their equivalent TA age group. Players will not be allowed to trial for both, so please choose carefully. 

· Players are assumed to be being assessed with their school year group unless the Junior Talent Centre Director of Hockey is informed directly. 

Appeals procedure and re-trialing: 

· All unsuccessful candidates and candidates who miss the initial assessment dates in September are entitled to a re-trial once the assessment weeks have ended. 
· A re-trial will consist of training with the `Raiders` squad for two consecutive sessions. 
· After the second session, a judgement will be made by the `Raiders` team coaching group based on the following qualifying phrase: “The candidate will make a clear improvement to the playing quality of the `Raiders` squad.”
· Each squad will expand to accommodate candidates who are accepted through the re-trial process. 
· If unsuccessful, a candidate can request feedback based on their re-trial.
· All re-trialing requests must be sent to the Junior Talent Centre Director of Hockey for approval and coordination. 

Matches: 

The Junior Talent Centre enters several competitions of varying standards in order to provide each player a competitive and enjoyable match experience. The teams are selected based upon availability and the following criteria: 

· England Hockey National Cup / Supra League: This matchday squad will be the strongest team possible from the relevant age group and most capable of being competitive in a national competition
· West League Tiered Competitions.  Each season the JTC Director will enter teams into the relevant leagues at U14 & U16 to accommodate enough teams to play players in the relevant ages.
· Friendlies: Can be arranged by Lead Coaches based on need – this must be agreed with the Junior Talent Centre Director in advance. 







U8-U12:

TBB Junior Talent Centre will run the following squads:

	U12 Boys 
	U12 Girls 

	U10 Mixed
	U8 Mixed



· U12 boys and U12 girls will accept up to 50 players for each gender including GKs. 
· U10 mixed will accept up to 50 players including GKs.
· U8 mixed will accept up to 30 players depending upon demand.
· Acceptance into the Junior Talent Centre is based on a first-come-first-served basis with priority given to those who are already members of the Junior Talent Centre. 
· Players will be put into training squads based on their school year, except for in the following circumstance: 
· They are of U12 age but display an aptitude and ability to play at U14 age group. They will be offered the opportunity to train and play `up` an age group for development.
Matches: 
The Junior Talent Centre enters several competitions of varying standards  to provide each player a competitive and enjoyable match experience. The teams are selected based upon availability and the following criteria: 

· Avon County Cup / West Finals: This squad will be the strongest team possible from the relevant age group and most capable of being competitive in a regional / national competition
· Avon Junior Hockey League (AJHL) Tournament: These squads will be chosen from the entire age group to ensure fair participation across the season
· Avon Junior Hockey League (AJHL) Festival: These squads will be chosen from the entire age group to ensure fair participation across the season
· Wotton-Under-Edge Tournament: These squads will be chosen from the entire age group to ensure fair participation across the season
· Team Bath Buccaneers Festival: These squads will be chosen from the entire age group to ensure fair participation across the season
· Friendlies: Can be arranged by Lead Coaches based on need – this must be agreed with the Junior Talent Centre Director in advance. 
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